Molecular remission in Philadelphia-positive adult acute lymphoblastic leukaemia rapidly induced by conventional-dose chemotherapy.
This report describes a patient presenting with Ph-positive ALL. RT-PCR analysis of diagnostic marrow revealed the presence of three bcr/abl transcripts; the ALL type ela2 along with the CML types, b2a2 and b3a2. After initial induction therapy, bcr/abl transcripts were only detectable after two rounds of PCR but after MIDAC consolidation, remission samples were two-round negative. The relationship between the unusual molecular biological profile of this leukaemia and the rapid attainment of molecular remission is discussed.